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1 am writing with ]wwauw@ﬂcepmhméoﬂh:
Telecommunications Act of 1995, In particalar, 1 want to comment on Section 254(h) of the
Act which provides for specidl yniversal service funding mechanisms to ensure access to
As you may know, : "learning links" to America’s.schools has longibeen a
priority of mine. Section was preceded by legislation I suthored in the 103d Congress
(H.R. 3636) and which was.

overwheimingly by the House of Representatives in
June of 1994, That \egistatioli established "preferential rates” for K-12 schools, librasies,
mdnon-pmmhospiuls ' -clanedemnmmomActmmmpmvmnns
granting "discounted rutes” enﬂﬂulmmmmezmmofmnhmrkdowmto
count toward tclecommuni 5 carriers’ universal service obligations.

The policics that gave le universally available, aﬂ’ordable phone service pmﬂde
the model for our modemn ications network. Inhmdsighl.xtxsnowupplmntmﬂt
this wasn't simply good socini licy — it was good economic policy as well. Americs
cannot Jeave the bottom 20 :ﬂi pereent of its popuhuon out of the "knowledge-based”

economy and still hope to = its economic standing in a ficreely competitive global
environment. .

I know you share my bxicem about the possibility that we will develop into a society
of information "haves" and infpr}mation.“have-non." Indeed, a recent Department of
Bducation survey indicated that s s from households with incomes above $75,000: per
year are seven tirhes as likely {tolhave a home computer as those from households earning
less than $20,000. Asl bnied 10 you and the other Commissioners at the
Subcommitiee’s FCC oversight ﬁeadnz on March 27th, there is perhaps no provision of the
Telecommunications Act that an so mitigate against a growing “digital divide" in nun

country. |
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- With this in mind. xmmmmmmmu-
nmbmof(h:?alﬂll-SmJu‘mbdonumvemlmbe

1)neﬁmgmupofup& mmmmmmmmiﬁm

country; .
' Z)Bmifyadvnmed lthnnchmumyavaﬂthmdmofthe
to receive at discoiinged rates; and, '
3) Establish an educatibnirate, or *E-rate®, forboththsconmd:dvnmedm
In order to ensure that!*

finke" uulybewmumm Iheliévethz
batic telecommunications services. | want to
hor mmmmsmwmu
mmd\emmrmumule )

“E-rate" should be free for co
thutlamnmulkingabout a
provision of core a

. We must recognize that! with a free “E-rase” mmmmmm
struggle o purchase of 0 software and hardwire for the classroom. In adifition.
teacher training and other costs Will also retard the ability of many schools to high
technology into the classroomieéxipé

For these reasous I believe that only by

the “E-rate” for core services ffre mnmmmmmmmmamof
Ammsschoolsandh‘bnm‘a( , '

The "E-rate" for ad mahwldmenﬂor&bﬂuyofmhmie& This
"E-rate” should be set in a1 that keeps advances in telecommunications technoldgies
within reach of school di libraries. Inthxsmy,umhmlégymlmaowﬁlm '
universal provision to schools libtam over time.

lmnnkyouforthe meommemonmemplmuuonofmnzbl(h)
and commend you forma kstoqchoolsa high priority of your tenure as chairman of

the Commission. I look ro to discussing this issue with you and your colleagues!in the

future.
l
' ‘ Sincerely,
|
| &g
| T Edward J. Markey /| |
o Ranking Democrat |
3 Subcommittee on Telecommunications
. and Finance
EIM\cc %
CC: Commissioner Quello 5
Commissioner Ness :

Commissioner Chang ';
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The Honorable Edward J. Markey

Ranking Minority Member n

Subcommittee on Telecommunications and Finance ‘JOCKETF ILF COpy OH/G/N '
U.S. House of Representatives AL
2133 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Markey:

Thank you for your letter of April 10, 1996, regarding implementation of the universal
service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. This Act ensures that all of our
children will have an equal opportunity to share in the tremendous educational promise of
current and emerging telecommunications technologies.

On April 12, 1996, we held a meeting of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service. We were fortunate to have the Honorable Richard W. Riley, Secretary of
Education, appear before us. Secretary Riley presented his views on the importance of
educational technology to our country’s economic future and urged that every effort be made
to provide schools and libraries with free or reduced rate access to telecommunications
services. We also heard from representatives of a coalition of education and library groups,
who stressed the importance of telecommunications technology in improving the quality,
efficiency and responsiveness of our Nation’s educational system. In addition, Senator
Olympia Snowe submitted written testimony in conjunction with the Joint Board meeting.
Her testimony emphasizes that universal service provisions for schools and libraries should
encompass a broad range of services and affordable access.

Your recommendations regarding the definition of core services, advanced services, and
an education rate will be carefully considered by the Joint Board and a copy of your letter
has been included in the record of the universal service proceeding (CC Docket No. 96-45).

Sincerely yours,

WET ST

Reed E. Hundt
No. of Copies rac'd 2I£ a“

Chairman
List ABCDE
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Dear Mr. Chairman: | l ,
I am writing with il,winphmmdonofmeunivmdmkcpmmnﬁfﬂﬂ
Telscommunications Act of 1096, In particular, I want to comment on Section 254(h) of the
Act which provides for service funding mechanisms to ensure access:to

nhcommumcadouurvieufor schools, libraries and hospitals.

As you may know,
priority of mine. Section 254(
(H.R. 3636) and which was.
June of 1994. That

"leamning links" to America’s schools has longibesn
mmwmlwmmlmdml
_ overwhelmingly by the House of Representatives in
meﬂ "preferential rates” tor K-12 schools, libraries,

and non-profit hospitals. -sigred Telecommunications Act contains provisions
granting "discounted rutes” mmmnnmmofmchmrkdowmm
count toward tcleco 3 carriers’ universal service obligatons.

The policxea that pve le universally available, affordable phone service pmvlde
the model for our modem ons aetwork. Inlundslght.xtunowappmmmu
this wasn't simply good socui licy ~ it was good economic policy as weil. America
cannot leave the bottom 20 to| 3Q percent of its popuhnon out of the "knowledge-based”

economy and still hope to lits economic standing in a ficrcely competitive globtl
environment. , ‘.

I know you share my q:on}cun:boutthopmxbilitythnm will develop into a society
of information "haves" and mtol%mlnon “have-nots.” Indeed, a recent Department of .
Bducation survey indicated thit ¢ s from households with incomes above $75,000; per
year are seven tirhes as likelyltb have 2 home computer as those from households eu-ning
less than $20,000. As I bnedtoyouandtheother(:mmnssmnersa:the
Subcommittee's FCC oversig liemnz on March 27th, there is perhaps no provision of the
Telecommnications Act thu an so mitigate against a growing "digital divide” in our
country. x 1 ‘
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2)16@!7«11!@01' Mmhmawyauilthmelmofthe .
discciinted rates; and, :
= ,irm, "B-rate”, forbod:meconmdudvmeedm

hat|* links" truly become s ypiversal service, Ibelﬁvethe
“E-m'shonklbemmt, mwm I want to

® service for the principal’s office, but rather the :
mmmeclumfamnunm '

. We mmust recoguise that even with a free “E-rate’ rummhu.mmuwm
um;detopmdmeor software and hardware for the classroom. In
teacher training and other costs dsomuddu:bﬁkyotmymum high
technology 1nto the classroom|éx . For these ressons [ believe that only by

the‘E—rm'forcor:m unwchapetoputthismhnolmwiﬁhrachofﬂlof
America’s achools and ‘\ '

The "E-rate” for adv mmmldmmuuyofmhm; This
“E-rate” shouldbosotxna that keeps advances in tslecommunications technoldgies
within resch of school iibraries. Inthismy.uuchmlogymlmeowﬁlm '
universal provision to schooll librmu over time,

! _

1 thank you for the ,numxytocommmonthempmmuonof&cﬁonﬁl(b)
and commend you for making links to schools a high priority of your temure as chairman of
the Commission. I look forward to discussing this issue with you and your colleagues)in the
future. i

o

t

Sincerely.

Edward 1. Mackey /| |
Ranking Democrat §

Subcommittee on Telecommunications
and Finance

BIM\ce

CC: Commissioner Quello
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Chang ‘




